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Agenda Item  Staff Page 
 
INTRODUCTIONS (Chair Marika Poynter, 

City of Irvine) 
 

    
    
PUBLIC COMMENTS (Chair Poynter)  
  

The agenda descriptions are intended to give members of the public a general summary of 
items of business to be transacted or discussed.  The posting of the recommended actions 
does not include what action will be taken.  The Technical Advisory Committee may take any 
action which it deems appropriate on the agenda item and is not limited in any way by the 
notice of the recommended action. 
    

At this time members of the public may address the TAC regarding any items within the subject 
matter jurisdiction, which are not separately listed on this agenda.  Members of the public will have 
an opportunity to speak on agendized items at the time the item is called for discussion.  NO action 
may be taken on items not listed on the agenda unless authorized by law.  Comments shall be 
limited to three minutes per person and an overall time limit of twenty minutes for the Public 
Comments portion of the agenda. 
 
Any person wishing to address the TAC on any matter, whether or not it appears on this agenda, is 
requested to complete a “Request to Speak” form available at the door.  The completed form is to be 
submitted to the TAC Chair prior to an individual being heard.  Whenever possible, lengthy testimony 
should be presented to the TAC in writing and only pertinent points presented orally.  A speaker’s 
comments shall be limited to three minutes. 

     

ADMINISTRATION   
1. OCCOG TAC Meeting Minutes 

 Draft OCCOG TAC minutes for the April 2, 2019 
meeting 

(Chair Poynter) 1 

    
 Recommended Action:  Approve OCCOG TAC minutes 

of April 2, 2019, as presented or amended 

  

    
        
 
PRESENTATIONS, DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS, REPORTS   
2. Senate Bill 2 Funding Briefing 

 

(Mr. Colin Drukker, 
Placeworks) – 60 
minutes 

6 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.   
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3. Center for Demographic Research Update 

 January 1 – June 30, 2019 Housing Inventory 
System (HIS) Data Collection 

 2020 Census PSAP 

 Orange County Progress Report – Top 5 Employers 
Update 
 

(Ms. Deborah 
Diep, Director, 
Center for 
Demographic 
Research) - 20 

39 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.     
    

    
    
4. 2020 Census New Construction Program 

 

(Ms. Diep) – 15 
minutes 

41 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.     
 
5. Update on Regional Policy Issues 

 Southern California Association of Governments 
Working Group Meeting updates 

 Southern California Association of Governments 
Regional Conference 

 Southern California Association of Governments 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment 
Subcommittee Meeting 

(Chair Poynter) – 
40 minutes 

 

    
 Recommended Action:  Receive report.  Discussion.     
 
 

  
REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
REPORT FROM THE OCCOG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
 
MATTERS FROM OCCOG TAC MEMBERS 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM NON-MEMBERS 
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
IMPORTANT DATES OR UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 May 14, 2019: Connect SoCal Public Workshop – Aliso Viejo City Council Chambers (4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) 

 May 16, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Technical Working 
Group Meeting 

 May 17, 2019: Connect SoCal Public Workshop – ARTIC (4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) 

 May 23, 2019: Connect SoCal Public Workshop – OCTA (3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 

 May 23, 2019: Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting 

 June 3, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment (RHNA) Subcommittee Meeting 

 June 4, 2019: Orange County Council of Governments Technical Working Group Meeting 



 
Agenda Item Staff Page 
   
 

 

 June 6, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments Regional Council and Policy 
Committee Meetings 

 
Adjourn to: JUNE 4, 2019 
  CITY OF IRVINE – CITY HALL 
  CONFERENCE AND TRAINING CENTER (CTC) 
  1 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA 
  IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92623 



ORANGE COUNTY  
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
Technical Advisory Committee 

Draft Action Minutes 
Meeting of April 2, 2019 

The Orange County Council of Governments Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting of 
April 2, 2019, was called to order by Chair Marika Poynter, City of Irvine, at the City of Irvine 
City Hall, Conference and Training Center (CTC), 1 Civic Center Plaza, Irvine, California 92623 
at 9:43 a.m.  Attendees were invited by the Chair to introduce themselves.  The list of meeting 
attendees is attached. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

There were no public comments. 

ADMINISTRATION 

1. OCCOG TAC Meeting Minutes

The OCCOG meeting minutes of March 5, 2019 were unanimously approved by the TAC as 
moved by Mr. Nate Farnsworth, City of Yorba Linda, and a second by Ms. Brenda Deines, City 
of Dana Point.  

PRESENTATIONS, DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS, REPORTS 

2. Center for Demographic Research Update

Ms. Deborah Diep, Director, Center for Demographic Research, provided the OCCOG TAC with 
an update on CDR related issues, including the January 1 – December 31, 2018 Housing 
Inventory System (HIS) data collection and the 2020 Census PSAP. 

January 1 – December 31, 2018 housing construction and demolition data was due to the 
Center for Demographic Research on Friday, January 11, 2019. This information will be used 
for the 2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) that 
will include the next update to the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) to reduce 
allocations for the RHNA by documenting replacement units that were constructed. HIS 
submission forms were updated in 2017 and now include the revised categories for the 
Accessory Dwelling Units. A number of jurisdictions have not yet provided HIS data for part of 
2018 and they were encouraged to submit the information as soon as possible.  

The 2020 Census Participating Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) allows invited participants to 
review and update selected statistical area boundaries for 2020 Census data tabulation 
following U.S. Census Bureau guidelines and criteria. The designated contact and participant is 
the County of Orange, but CDR, as a designated participant, will take the lead in coordinating 
the responses and making the recommended changes in the software provided by the Census 
Bureau. The CDR will coordinate with the County of Orange throughout the PSAP program. The 
PSAP program began in January 2019 with training webinars. In preparation, CDR reached out 
to jurisdictions through the OCCOG TAC and directly for information on local traffic analysis 
zones and planning areas to be used as references.  
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In February and March 2019, CDR worked with OC jurisdictions in which the Census Bureau 
identified census tracts whose 2019 revised population or housing totals were outside the 
thresholds. For continuity purposes, ease of comparison over time, and to ensure statistical 
accuracy for subsequent ACS sampling, CDR generally recommended no change to the tract 
boundary when either the population or housing count is within the stated thresholds.  
 
CDR is no working on the block groups and CDPs. During the program, CDR will continue to 
reach out to cities, as applicable, for feedback and confirmation of splits or merges to census 
tracts and block groups within the guidelines and criteria for geographic thresholds, keeping in 
mind other geographic boundaries used in local planning, such as the OCTA TAZ boundaries. 
Changes provided through the PSAP to the Census Bureau are recommendations only and the 
Census Bureau will assess each proposed change, or retention of existing boundaries, and has 
the final decision-making authority for the geographic boundaries. 
 
Action:  Received report. 
 
3. Regional Housing Needs Assessment Methodology Survey Packet 
 
On March 19, 2019, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) forwarded the 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) Methodology Survey Packet to Community 
Development Directors. 
 
Three surveys were attached to the request including: 1) Planning factor survey, 2) Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) survey, and 3) Replacement need survey. SCAG will use the 
information collected through these surveys as part of the development of the proposed RHNA 
methodology.  
 
Ms. Ma’Ayn Johnson, SCAG staff, attended the OCCOG TAC meeting to address questions 
from TAC members. 
 
Vice Chair Susan Kim asked if the surveys will be confidential. Ms. Johnson confirmed that the 
surveys are part of the public record and are available via a public records request. Ms. Diep 
asked if a jurisdiction has to answer the survey. Ms. Johnson shared that SCAG is required by 
State housing law to distribute the survey, but jurisdictions are not required to respond. 
However, the 2158 planning factor survey is one of the ways a jurisdiction can appeal the 
RHNA. Ms. Diep indicated that the Center for Demographic Research can provide demolition 
data for the replacement need survey.  
 
Additional issues brought up by TAC members included: 

 What if segregation of certain ethnicities is by personal choice? For example, many 
ethnicities wish to settle in areas where they are surrounded by the culture they are 
familiar with. This should not negatively affect a jurisdiction. 

 Age of housing stock is a natural factor in affordability, so certain ethnicities may search 
out older communities where the units are more affordable. 

 Does HCD only consider race and ethnicity when considering AFFH? Or would people 
with disabilities be considered in this category. 
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At the conclusion of the discussion, TAC members were encouraged by SCAG staff to fill out 
the surveys to the best of their abilities and with as much detailed information as possible. 
 
Action:  Received report. Discussion 
 
4.  Update on Regional Policy Issues 
 
Chair Poynter and Ms. Diep provided the OCCOG TAC with an update on the discussions held 
at the working group meetings in March and April. This included a review of the April 1, 2019 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment meeting. Chair Poynter shared that the final joint policy 
committee meeting would be held at SCAG on Thursday, April 4, 2019 and would cover how the 
region will move. There would also be a closed session item for the selection of the new SCAG 
Executive Director.   
 
Action:  Received report. Discussion 
 
 
REPORT FROM CHAIR/VICE CHAIR 
 
There was no additional report from the Chair or Vice Chair. 
 
REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
There was no report from the Executive Director. 
 
MATTERS FROM OCCOG TAC MEMBERS 

There were no additional matters from OCCOG TAC members. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM OCCOG TAC NON-MEMBERS 

There were no announcements from OCCOG TAC non-members. 

 
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES OR UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 April 3, 2019: Comments due to SCAG on the Jurisdictional Local Profiles 

 April 4, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments Regional Council and Policy 
Committee Meeting 

 April 12, 2019: Orange County Council of Governments General Assembly 

 April 16, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments Aviation Technical Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

 April 18, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments Technical Working Group 
Meeting 

 April 18, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments Environmental Justice 
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Working Group Meeting 

 April 28, 2019: Orange County Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting 

 May 1-3, 2019: Southern California Association of Governments General Assembly 

 May 6, 2019: Regional Housing Needs Assessment Subcommittee Meeting 

 May 7, 2019: Orange County Council of Governments Technical Advisory Committee 
Meeting 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Poynter until Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at the City of Irvine 
City Hall, Conference and Training Center, 1 Civic Center Plaza, Irvine, California 92623. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
     
Marika Poynter, City of Irvine 
OCCOG TAC Chair 
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Attendees List for April 2, 2019 Meeting 
 
Marika Poynter, City of Irvine 
Deborah Diep, Center for Demographic Research/California State University Fullerton 
Melinda Whelan, City of Newport Beach 
Jaime Murillo, City of Newport Beach 
Adrienne Gladson, AICP, Gladson Consulting 
Ruby Zaman, Center for Demographic Research/California State University Fullerton 
Marnie Primmer, Orange County Council of Governments 
Nate Farnsworth, City of Yorba Linda 
Larry Longenecker, City of Mission Viejo 
Joan Wolff, City of Fullerton 
Joanna Chang, County of Orange 
Janice Eckles, City of Santa Ana 
Derek Bingham, City of Rancho Santa Margarita 
Monique Alaniz-Flejter, City of Laguna Beach 
David Lopez, City of La Habra 
Ron Santos, City of Lake Forest 
Justin Arios, City of Costa Mesa 
Virginia Gomez, Transportation Corridor Agencies 
Steven Giang, County of Orange 
Chad Ortlieb, City of Orange 
Ashley Brodkin, City of Orange 
Kori Sanders, City of Cypress 
Brenda Deines, City of Dana Point 
Katherine Moran, City of Laguna Niguel 
Jay Wuu, City of Laguna Hills 
Ma’Ayn Johnson, Southern California Association of Governments 
Susan Kim, City of Anaheim 
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Staff Report Page 1 of 1  

 

Item 2:    SB2 Building Jobs and Homes Act Funding Briefing 

Recommended Action: Discussion. 

 

Report 

 

Mr. Colin Drukker, PlaceWorks, will provide the Orange County Council of Governments Technical 

Advisory Committee (OCCOG TAC) with a briefing on SB 2 Building Jobs and Homes Act Funding. 

Mr. Drukker will provide an overview of the funding opportunity and will open the floor for questions 

from jurisdictions.  

 

 

 

Attachment: SB 2 Building Jobs and Homes Act Funding Briefing 

 

Contact: Chair Marika A. Poynter 

949/724-6456, mpoynter@cityofirvine.org 
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SB2 Building Jobs & Homes Act
Funding Briefing

Information as of April 19, 2019 | Subject to change

OCCOG Technical Advisory Committee
May 7, 2019
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

In this Briefing

 SB2 Overview
 Purpose & eligibility
 Funding
 Timing
 Assistance
 Eligible activities & applicants
 Priority policy areas
 Application overview

 Questions from jurisdiction(s)

 Local contacts/liaisons
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Purpose & Eligibility

 Passage. SB2 was adopted along with 14 other 
bills that make up the 2017 California Housing 
Package.

 Purpose. Establishes a permanent source of 
funding to increase affordable housing stock. 

 Eligibility. Cities and counties that have a Certified 
Housing Element and a 2017 or 2018 Annual 
Progress Report submitted to HCD. 
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Funding

 Allocation. Half of year 1 funding ($123 million) will be 
allocated for financial / technical assistance to update 
planning documents to streamline housing production.
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Funding

 Distribution. $123 million will be distributed on an 
“over the counter” non-competitive basis to eligible 
jurisdictions.

Additional funds may be available for larger 
projects on a competitive basis later in 2019. 

 Amount. Minimum grant is $25,000; maximum 
grant based on population.

Population < 60K 60 – 200K > 200K
Grant $ $160,000 $310,000 $625,000 
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Funding

 Payment. Funds dispensed by HCD on a 
reimbursement basis; no advanced payment. 

 Invoices. Submit to HCD on a quarterly basis with 
supporting documentation. Up to 10% may be 
withheld until grant terms fulfilled.

 Non-performance. Implementation and adoption 
is key; repayment of funds may be required if the 
efforts are not implemented and/or adopted.  
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Timing

 NOFA. Application released March 29, 2019. 
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/planning-grants.shtml

 Submission. Applications can be submitted 
April 1 to November 30, 2019. (may be extended)

 Awards. Grants will be announced in batches as 
reviewed and approved by HCD (more details later).

 Expenditure deadline. All funds must be spent by 
June 30, 2022.
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Assistance

 Technical Assistance Team. Along with HCD, a 
consultant team has been contracted to assist with: 
 SB 2 planning grant application assistance
 Grant writing (limited)
 Review of ideas and draft applications
 Identification of eligible activities

 Housing element compliance
 Annual progress reports
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Eligible Activities

 Eligible activities include planning projects that 
will directly enhance housing production
 Targeted general plan updates
 Community plans and specific plans
 Zoning updates, particularly by-right zoning for housing
 Objective design standards
 Accessory dwelling unit regulations
 Environmental analyses that eliminate the need for 

project-specific review
 Process updates to improve and expedite local permitting
 Other… if they will directly enhance housing production
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Eligible Activities

 Eligible expenditures
 Staff time related to proposed activity
 Consultants
 Reimbursable items (when related to eligible activity)
 Administrative costs capped at 5%
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Eligible Applicants

 Eligible applicants are incorporated cities/towns 
and counties

 Partners. Applicants can partner via legally binding 
agreements with other local entities, such as:
 Regional government
 Housing authority
 Special district
 School district 
 Community-based organization
 Governing body of an Indian Reservation or Rancheria
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Eligible Applicants

 Group applications
 Each applicant must meet eligibility criteria
 Each applicant must submit their own form (not one single 

group application), that includes: 
 Requests for activities to be done solely by the individual 

jurisdiction
 Requests for activities to be done as part of a group effort 

(but specific to the individual jurisdiction)
 Legally binding agreement signed by all group applicants and 

partners
 Funds will not be distributed until all applications submitted
 Group applications won’t get additional funds beyond allotted 

amounts for individual jurisdictions
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Priority Policy Areas 

 Priority Policy Areas (eligible high impact 
activities that will be highly encouraged)
 Rezone to permit by-right
 Objective design and development standards
 Specific plans or form based codes coupled with CEQA 

streamlining
 Accessory dwelling units or other innovative building 

strategies
 Expedited processing
 Innovative housing finance, fees, or infrastructure 

strategies

OCCOG TAC AgendaPage 19 of 58



Application and Forms 
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Application and Forms

The Guidelines, NOFA, Application, Taxpayer ID, and 
Grant Amounts can be downloaded from the SB 2 
Planning Grants webpage:
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Application Information

Packaging Instructions

Section A. Applicant Information

Section B. Applicant Certification

Section C. Threshold Requirements

Section D. Proposed Activities Checklist

Section E. Project Description

Section F. Project Timeline and Budget

Section G. Legislative Information
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Application Attachments

Attachment 1: Planning Priorities Certification

Attachment 2: Nexus to Accelerating Housing Production

Attachment 3: Sample Resolution

Appendix A and B (for additional information)
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Packaging
The package must contain the following:
1. Original signed application and

a. Attachment 1 (all applicants must provide)
b. Attachment 2 (only if not utilizing PPAs)

2. Fully executed resolution
3. Government Agency Taxpayer ID Form
4. Copy of legally binding partnership agreement 

(if applicable)
5. Other documentation as necessary to prove nexus 

(letters of support, plans, studies, etc.)
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Section A: Applicant Information
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Partnering With Other Entities

Partnerships are allowed via legally binding agreements. 
Please include a copy of the agreement and the names 
of all partners in Section A, if applicable.
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Partnering With Other Entities

Identify responsibilities, deliverables, and whether the 
activity aligns with a PPA in Section F.
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Section C: Threshold 
Requirements

Question 3, utilizing PPAs: be sure to provide 
Attachment 2 if not utilizing PPAs.
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Section F: Project Timeline 
and Budget

Denote 
responsible 

party 

Is the 
deliverable a 

PPA?

Complete
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Section F: Example
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Attachment 1: 
Planning Priorities Certification

Choose 
date action 
was taken

Summarize the action taken

All applicants must self-certify their jurisdiction’s status 
for meeting State Planning Priorities or Other 
Planning Priorities. 

OCCOG TAC AgendaPage 31 of 58



Attachment 2: Nexus to 
Accelerating Housing Production

• If using both PPA(s) and regular activities, you must 
submit Attachment 2 and *document the nexus.

*Documentation such as letters of support, plans, 
studies, etc., may be required to support your case.
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Attachment 3: 
Sample Resolution
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Attachment 3: 
Sample Resolution

The attesting officer cannot be the person authorized 
in Section 4 as the authorized signor.
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Final Close-Out Report
Not part of the application; just a reminder!

Pursuant to Section 604 of the Guidelines, each 
jurisdiction must submit a close-out report summarizing 
the following aspects of the project(s):

• Brief Summary
• Lead Agency and Partnerships 
• Drivers 
• Engagement Process 
• Challenges 
• Outcomes 
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Questions from 
jurisdiction(s) and 
additional FAQ items
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

Frequently Asked Questions

 When will cities know they won a grant award?
 Agencies will receive a letter saying they have been 

awarded the funds. This will occur in quarters throughout 
the year.

 Can funds be used for projects already 
underway?
 Yes.

 Can agencies team up on applications?
 Yes, but they are only eligible for the maximum grant 

award as determined by their population size.
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SB2 FUNDING BRIEFING

More questions?
Local Liaisons
Colin Drukker, PlaceWorks
cdrukker@placeworks.com 

Overall Project Manager
Jennifer Gastelum, PlaceWorks
jgastelum@placeworks.com 

Additional policy experts are also available as needed.

Karen Gulley, PlaceWorks
kgulley@placeworks.com 
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Staff Report Page 1 of 2  

 

Item 3:    Center for Demographic Research (CDR) Updates 

Recommended Action: Discussion. 

 

Reports 

 

1. January 1- June 30, 2019 Housing Inventory System (HIS) Data Collection 

Data verification forms for the January 1- December 31, 2018 housing construction and demolition 

data are due on Friday May 10, 2019.  

The following cities have not provided HIS data for part of 2018: 

 Seal Beach 

 Westminster 

 

January 1- June 30, 2019 housing construction and demolition data will be due to CDR on Friday, 

July 26, 2019. HIS submission forms were updated in 2017 and now include the revised categories 

for the Accessory Dwelling Units. Please submit data to CDR using the 2017 HIS form located at 

http://www.fullerton.edu/cdr/HISform.xls .  Revisions to prior years may use either the new or old 

form. CDR’s Demographic Analyst and HIS contact is Tania Torres. She can be reached at 657-

278-3417 or tatorres@fullerton.edu. 

 

CDR’s Demographic Analyst and HIS contact is Tania Torres. She can be reached at 657-278-3417 

or tatorres@fullerton.edu . 

 

Amendments to DOF data should be submitted to Doug Kuczynski at 

Douglas.Kuczynski@dof.ca.gov; (916) 323-4086. 

 

2. 2020 Census PSAP 

The 2020 Census Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) allows invited participants to review 

and update selected statistical area boundaries for 2020 Census data tabulation following U.S. 

Census Bureau guidelines and criteria. The designated contact and participant is the County of 

Orange, but CDR, as a designated participant, will take the lead in coordinating the responses and 

making the recommended changes in the software provided by the Census Bureau. The CDR will 

coordinate with the County of Orange throughout the PSAP program. Standard statistical 

geographies being updated in this program include: 

 Census tracts 

 Block groups 

 Census designated places (CDPs) 

 Census county divisions (CCDs), in selected states 

 

The PSAP program began in January 2019 with training webinars. In preparation, CDR reached out 

to jurisdictions through the OCCOG TAC and directly for information on local traffic analysis 

zones and planning areas to be used as references. 

 

Since February 2019, CDR has worked with OC jurisdictions in which the Census Bureau identified 

census tracts whose 2010 revised population or housing totals were outside the thresholds:  

 

Standard census 

tract 

Population: 

Optimum: 4,000  

Minimum: 1,200  

Housing Units:  

Optimum: 1,600  

Minimum: 480  
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OCCOG Technical Advisory Committee 

May 7, 2019 
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For continuity purposes, ease of comparison over time, and to ensure statistical accuracy for 

subsequent ACS sampling, CDR generally recommended no change to the tract boundary when 

either the population or housing count is within the stated thresholds. When jurisdictions 

recommended other changes, CDR worked to implement the requests as much as possible. 

 

CDR has completed the proposed changes to the census tracts, block groups, and CDPs and is now 

making final reviews and providing justifications as required. The program deadline is Friday, May 

24, 2019.  

 

Changes provided through the PSAP to the Census Bureau are recommendations only and the 

Census Bureau will assess each proposed change, or retention of existing boundaries, and has the 

final decision-making authority for the geographic boundaries. 

 

3. Orange County Progress Report – Top 5 Employers Update 

For the 2019 Orange County Progress Report, CDR is using a new source for the Top 5 Employers 

by Jurisdiction. The item was removed from the 2018 OCPR after previous sources were bought out 

and consolidated and updated data was not available in time to include in the 2018 report. After 

much research, CDR has decided to purchase a one-year license of the D&B Hoovers marketing 

tool beginning in May 2019, which allows users to search by jurisdiction and by the number of 

employees on site. CDR will also cross-reference the D&B Hoovers data with CDR’s master 

employment file for OCP-2018, which contains the D&B employers, the information from the 100+ 

employees on site phone surveys, and the government survey, to ensure that employers with 

multiple sites will have their employee totals combined.  

 

By the end of May 2019, CDR will reach out via email to all 35 Orange County jurisdictions to 

verify their Top 5 Employers information using this new source and method. The top 5 major 

employers list factors in all sites within a jurisdiction and not just a single site location. Depending 

on the result of the compilation of different data sources, the citations will be flexible and reflect the 

input data. Jurisdictions will have one week to verify the data. 

 

 

 

Contact: Ms. Deborah Diep, Director, Center for Demographic Research 

 657/278-4596  ddiep@fullerton.edu 

 

For Employment data: Ms. Ruby Zaman, Assistant Director, CDR 

657/278-4709    ruzaman@fullerton.edu  

 

For GIS:  Mr. Ian Boles, GIS Analyst, CDR 

657/278-4670    iboles@fullerton.edu 

 

For HIS:  Ms. Tania Torres, Demographic Analyst, CDR 

657/278-3417    tatorres@fullerton.edu  

Maximum: 8,000  Maximum: 3,200  
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Staff Report Page 1 of 1  

 

Item 4:    2020 Census New Construction Program 

Recommended Action: Discussion. 

 

Report 

 

The U.S. Census Bureau New Construction Program will help ensure the Census address list is as 

complete and accurate as possible by Census Day, April 1, 2020. The New Construction Program is the 

opportunity for you to submit city-style mailing addresses for new units where construction began during 

or after March 1, 2018 and the address was not submitted to the Census Bureau as part of another 

geographic partnership program since March 2018, such as the LUCA program (Local Update of Census 

Addressing). Addresses must have basic construction (closing the structure to the elements) completed 

by Census Day. 

 

Attached are the New Construction Program flyer and a FAQ document. CDR is encouraging all 

jurisdictions to participate to ensure all finaled units are included in the census count. If any jurisdiction 

would like their housing construction activity from HIS sent to them, please contact Tania Torres. 

 

Attachments:  

1. 2020 Census New Construction Program flyer 

2. 2020 Census New Construction Program FAQs 

 

 

Contact: Ms. Deborah Diep, Director, Center for Demographic Research 

 657/278-4596  ddiep@fullerton.edu 

 

For HIS:  Ms. Tania Torres, Demographic Analyst, CDR 

657/278-3417    tatorres@fullerton.edu  
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How to participate.
Each invited government designates a New Construction 
Program liaison. The Census Bureau will send the New
Construction Program liaison the New Construction Program 
materials.

The New Construction Program liaison must submit a list of 
city-style addresses, assigned to the census blocks within its 
jurisdiction in the Census Bureau’s predefined format. Maps or 
spatial data are provided as a reference for assigning census tract 
and block codes (geocoding) for each submitted address. No 
street or boundary updates will be accepted. Address lists 
submitted without geocoding information will not be accepted.

Response options.
Basic digital option: The Geographic Update Partnership Software 
(GUPS) is a free, customized Geographic Information System (GIS) 
tool that can be downloaded from the Census Bureau Web site. It 
was specifically developed for participants who do not have 
geographic training or are not experienced GIS users.

Advanced digital option: Experienced GIS users can utilize their 
own GIS software. The Census Bureau provides free GIS files in 
shapefile format on its Web site, along with digital update 
guidelines. Governments can update those shapefiles in their 
GIS and use them to respond to the New Construction Program.

2020 Census New
Construction Program

What Is the New Construction 
Program?
The New Construction Program will help 
ensure that the U.S. Census Bureau's 
address list is as complete and accurate 
as possible by Census Day, April 1, 2020. 

New Construction 
The New Construction Program is the Program
opportunity for you to submit city-style 
mailing addresses for new units where construction began during or 
after March 1, 2018 and the address was not submitted to the Census 

Bureau as part of another geographic 
partnership program since March 2018. 
Addresses must have basic construction 

(closing the structure to the 
elements) completed by 
Census Day. 

Why Participate?
Participation in the New 
Construction Program 

helps to ensure an accurate population count in your community; 
helps the government distribute more than $675 billion in funds 
annually for infrastructure, programs, and services; and helps your 
community plan for future needs.

Who Can Participate?
The New Construction Program is offered to federally recognized 
tribes with a reservation and/or off-reservation trust lands, states, 
counties, cities (legally incorporated places), and townships (minor 
civil divisions) that contain blocks where the Census Bureau plans 
to mail questionnaires to housing units for the 2020 Census. In 
other areas, the Census Bureau will have enumerators deliver 
2020 Census questionnaires to all housing units in each block 
and record addresses for any new housing units.

Schedule
• April–May 2019: Mail out of  
  invitation phase materials to 
  participants.

• September 2019: Mail out 
  and review of response 
  materials to participants. 
  Participants have 45 calen-
  dar days from the receipt 
  of materials to complete 
  their review.

• September 2019: Census 
  Bureau will provide training 
  Webinars to participants.

• November 2019: Deadline 
  for submitting addresses.

• April 1, 2020: Census Day.

Contact Information 
E-mail address: 
GEO.2020.NC@census.gov

Phone Number: 1-844-242-1765

Web site: 
www.census.gov/programs
-surveys/decennial-census/about
/new-construction.html

Connect with us
@uscensusbureau
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What Is the New Construction 
Program?
The New Construction Program will help 
ensure that the U.S. Census Bureau's 
address list is as complete and accurate 
as possible by Census Day, April 1, 2020. 
The New Construction Program is the 
opportunity for you to submit city-style 
mailing addresses for new units where construction began during or 
after March 1, 2018 and the address was not submitted to the Census 

Bureau as part of another geographic 
partnership program since March 2018. 
Addresses must have basic construction 

(closing the structure to the 
elements) completed by 
Census Day. 

Why Participate?
Participation in the New 
Construction Program 

helps to ensure an accurate population count in your community; 
helps the government distribute more than $675 billion in funds 
annually for infrastructure, programs, and services; and helps your 
community plan for future needs.

Who Can Participate?
The New Construction Program is offered to federally recognized 
tribes with a reservation and/or off-reservation trust lands, states, 
counties, cities (legally incorporated places), and townships (minor 
civil divisions) that contain blocks where the Census Bureau plans 
to mail questionnaires to housing units for the 2020 Census. In 
other areas, the Census Bureau will have enumerators deliver 
2020 Census questionnaires to all housing units in each block 
and record addresses for any new housing units.

How to participate.
Each invited government designates a New Construction 
Program liaison. The Census Bureau will send the New
Construction Program liaison the New Construction Program
materials.

 

The New Construction Program liaison must submit a list of 
city-style addresses, assigned to the census blocks within its 
jurisdiction in the Census Bureau’s predefined format. Maps or 
spatial data are provided as a reference for assigning census tract
and block codes (geocoding) for each submitted address. No 
street or boundary updates will be accepted. Address lists 
submitted without geocoding information will not be accepted.

 

Response options.
Basic digital option: The Geographic Update Partnership Software 
(GUPS) is a free, customized Geographic Information System (GIS)
tool that can be downloaded from the Census Bureau Web site. It 
was specifically developed for participants who do not have 
geographic training or are not experienced GIS users.

 

Advanced digital option: Experienced GIS users can utilize their 
own GIS software. The Census Bureau provides free GIS files in  
shapefile format on its Web site, along with digital update 
guidelines. Governments can update those shapefiles in their 
GIS and use them to respond to the New Construction Program.

What’s new?
State governments can 
now participate in the New 
Construction Program.

Now including:

Group Quarters: Places where 
people live or stay, in a group 
living arrangement, which is 
owned or managed by an 
entity or organization provid-
ing housing and/or services 
for the residents.

Transitory Locations: A loca-
tion that is comprised of 
living quarters where people 
are unlikely to live year round, 
due to the transitory/
temporary/impermanent 
nature of these living quarters.

Preparing for the New 
Construction Program
Ensure that your 
address list contains 
multiunit structure 
identifiers (such as 
apartment numbers 
for individual units) 
and that you can distinguish 
between residential addresses 
and nonresidential addresses.

Identify local address sources, 
such as building permits, E-911 
address files, local utility records, 
annexation records, and assessment 
or taxation files.

New Construction 
Program

Version 2, 10/29/2018
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2020 NEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

THE 2020 CENSUS NEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

1. What is the 2020 Census New Construction Program? 

The 2020 Census New Construction Program (New Construction Program) provides tribal, state, 
and local governments an opportunity to update the U.S. Census Bureau’s residential address 
list with living quarters for which construction is in progress during or after March 1, 2018 and 
completion is expected by Census Day, April 1, 2020.  

The New Construction Program helps ensure that the Census Bureau’s address list is as 
complete and accurate as possible by Census Day, April 1, 2020, to produce a complete and 
accurate population count. 

PARTICIPATING IN THE NEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

2. Who can participate in the New Construction Program? 

The New Construction Program invites federally recognized tribes with a reservation and/or off-
reservation trust lands, states, counties, cities (incorporated places), and townships (minor civil 
divisions) that contain census blocks where the Census Bureau plans to mail questionnaires to 
housing units for the 2020 Census. 

3. Why should my government participate in the New Construction 

Program? 

Participation in the New Construction Program supplements the address list used for 
enumerating housing units during the 2020 Census. A complete and accurate address list helps 
to ensure an accurate population and housing count for your community; enables the federal 
government to equitably distribute more than $675 billion in funds annually for infrastructure, 
programs, and services; and helps your community plan for future needs. 

4. What if I cannot participate in the New Construction Program? 

If you are unable to participate in the New Construction Program, please ensure your Highest 
Elected Official or Tribal Chair completes and submits the New Construction Program 
registration form indicating that your government is declining participation. The registration 
form is available in paper (Form NC-F-100) and in digital format on the website. Governments 
that are unable to participate may designate a higher level of government to participate on 
their behalf. The option to designate a higher level of government is available to you on the 
registration form. 

5. Can we designate a higher level of government? 

Yes, but only if the government agrees and you designate someone in that government as your 
New Construction Program liaison. If your government will not participate and another 
government is responding on your government’s behalf, complete the following on the 
registration form or website by June 14, 2019:  
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 On section A of the Registration Form, mark NO, our government is not 
participating.  

o Mark that another government is participating on our behalf. Please print 
the name of the government responding for your government on the line 
provided. 

 The Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair completes and signs section B. 
 Your Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair may also complete the online 

registration form at <https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-
census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html>.   

PREPARING FOR THE 2020 NEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

6. What’s new for the New Construction Program? 

There are two main changes to the New Construction Program since last decade. First, state 
governments can now participate in the New Construction Program. Second, the New 
Construction Program allows for the inclusion of both residential group quarters and transitory 
location addresses, in addition to residential housing.  Prior to this decade, only residential 
housing units were eligible for the New Construction Program. Further definitions for both 
Group Quarters and Transitory Locations are available in the glossary section of this document. 

7. How can my government prepare for the New Construction Program? 

Identify local address sources, such as building permits, E-911 address files, local utility records, 
annexation records, and assessment or taxation files that contain information about the start of 
construction for new residential addresses. Specifically, residential addresses for which 
construction is in progress during or after March 1, 2018 with completion expected by Census 
Day, April 1, 2020.  

Ensure that your address list contains multiunit structure identifiers (such as apartment 
numbers for individual units) where applicable.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

8. Who can I contact at the Census Bureau about the New Construction 

Program? 

To contact the Census Bureau for information about the New Construction Program, you can: 

E-mail: GEO.2020.NC@census.gov  

Or, call by phone at (844) 242-1765. 

Or, go to our website at  <https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-
census/about/new-construction.html>. 
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SCHEDULE 

9. What is the schedule for the New Construction Program? 

April – May 2019 –  Invitation and registration materials sent to Highest Elected Officials 
and Tribal Chairs of eligible governments. 

June 14, 2019 – New Construction registration deadline.  

September 2019 – Registered participants receive/download materials.  

September 2019 – Training webinars begin. 

September - October 2019 – E-mail reminders sent. 

November 22, 2019 – Deadline for submitting addresses. 

December 2019 – Closeout materials sent to participants.  

10. How many days do I have to complete my New Construction Program 

review? 

Participants have 45 calendar days to complete their review and submit updates to the Census 
Bureau, starting from the date materials are downloaded or delivered to you.  

SUBMISSIONS 

11. What are the Product Preference types for the New Construction 

Program? 

Your government’s New Construction Program liaison must identify a preferred method of 

participation on the registration form found in the invitation package (Form NC-F-100) or on the 

New Construction Program website at <https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-

census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html>. 

Respondents can use the Geographic Update Partnership Software (GUPS), a free, customized 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) tool that can be downloaded from the Census Bureau 

website. GUPS ensures that your New Construction submission is in the correct layout for 

processing by the Census Bureau.  

In addition, the Census Bureau will provide free reference GIS files (shapefile format) on its 

website for those participants using the GUPS participation option and those who choose to use 

their own GIS software to participate.  Governments can use the provided shapefiles in their 

GIS as reference to create their address list submission for the New Construction Program.  

Participants may also choose to receive their New Construction Program maps in PDF format on 

CD/DVD.  All New Construction program participants must use Census Bureau-provided maps or 

spatial data as a reference for assigning census tract and block codes (geocodes) to each 

submitted address.  
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Regardless of participation method, participants must provide their address information in the 

format specified in the respondent guides, which will be available in Summer 2019 on the 

website at <https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-

census/about/NewConstruction>.  

12. What types of addresses should my government submit as part of the 

New Construction Program? 

Any residential address (housing unit, group quarters, or transitory location) where people live, 
stay, or could live for which construction was in progress during or after March 1, 2018 with 
completion expected (enclosed from the elements – windows, doors, roof) by Census Day,  
April 1, 2020 should be submitted as a part of the New Construction Program.  

TRAINING 

13.  When will training start for the New Construction Program? 

Webinars for the New Construction Program will begin in September 2019. Invitations for these 

training webinars will be emailed to registered governments in August 2019. The Census 

Bureau also intends to have recorded webinars on the New Construction Program website for 

your reference. You can find them on the website at <https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/decennial-census/about/new-construction.html>. 

GEOGRAPHIC UPDATE PARTNERSHIP SOFTWARE (GUPS) 

14. What is GUPS? 

The Geographic Update Partnership Software, or GUPS, is a self-contained, customized GIS 
software tool provided by the Census Bureau. It includes all of the components needed for 
participating in New Construction, as well as for using the Census Bureau’s Partnership 
shapefiles. 

GUPS enables the participant to load and view their own external geospatial data (shapefiles, 
geodatabases, and imagery) for comparison and update purposes.  

Designed with the participant in mind, GUPS is user-friendly. It comes with a review tool that 
enables the user to validate their edits before creating a submission file.  GUPS ensures that the 
file(s) submitted are correctly formatted, and allows for easier processing once received by the 
Census Bureau. GUPS does not require an internet connection, but one is necessary to use the 
Census Bureau’s imagery server option, which is available to all New Construction Program 
participants. 
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2020 NEW CONSTRUCTION AND THE 2020 CENSUS LOCAL UPDATE OF 

CENSUS ADDRESS OPERATION (LUCA) 

15.  What is LUCA? 

The 2020 Census Local Update of Census Addresses Operation (LUCA) is a voluntary, once-a 
decade, opportunity for tribal, state, and local governments (including the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico) to review and update the Census Bureau’s residential address list for your 
government prior to the decennial census. 

By participating in LUCA, governments update the Census Bureau’s address list by correcting, 
adding and/or deleting addresses. You may also identify any nonresidential addresses and 
those not located within your government’s legal boundaries. 

For more information about the 2020 LUCA operation, please visit the 2020 LUCA website at 
<https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/luca.html>. 

16.  What is the difference between LUCA and the New Construction 

Program? 

The Census Bureau plans to conduct the New Construction Program after 2020 LUCA ends, and 
prior to Census Day, April 1, 2020.  

The New Construction Program, separate from 2020 LUCA but offered under the authority of 
Title 13, United States Code (USC), Section 141(a), provides governments the opportunity to 
submit residential addresses that are newly constructed and expected to be closed to the 
elements (e.g., final roof, windows and doors) by Census Day. 

The Census Bureau does not provide the Census address list as part of the New Construction 
program. Governments will not be required to sign the confidentiality and data stewardship 
agreements that applied to LUCA. All addresses provided to the Census Bureau through the 
New Construction Program will be protected from subsequent disclosure by the Bureau’s 
Confidentiality and Data Stewardship obligations under Title 13 U.S.C. Monitor the Geography 
Partnership section of the Census Bureau’s website at 
<https://www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/> for more information as it becomes available. 

17.  What if I submitted New Construction addresses during LUCA? 

If you have confirmed that you already submitted New Construction eligible addresses during 
your LUCA review, the Census Bureau recommends reviewing the LUCA Feedback materials to 
determine if those addresses were accepted. LUCA Feedback materials will be provided to 
governments beginning in July 2019. If you find that the New Construction eligible addresses 
were rejected, you may resubmit the addresses during New Construction in the required 
format. 
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18. Will the Census Bureau provide feedback to governments that participate 

in New Construction? 

No. Unlike the 2020 LUCA, the Census Bureau does not provide New Construction feedback 
after submissions are processed.  

REGISTERING FOR THE NEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

19. When will the Census Bureau send invitations to participate in New 

Construction? 

The Census Bureau will send an invitation to all eligible governments to register for the New 
Construction Program beginning in April 2019. Registration must be completed by June 14, 
2019. 

20. How does my government register for the New Construction Program? 

To register for the New Construction Program, your government’s Highest Elected Official or 

Tribal Chair will need to complete the registration form, which was sent in April 2019. A hard 

copy of the registration form was sent by mail to those whose email addresses were 

unavailable at the time the program’s invitation phase began. The registration form can also be 

found at <https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-

census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html>. You will need to indicate on the 

registration form how your government would like to receive the participation materials.  

 On section A of the Registration Form, mark ‘YES’, our government would like to 
participate in the New Construction Program.  

 Choose one of the following options to receive participation materials.  
o We will download the Geographic Update Partnership Software (GUPS) 

or Partnership Shapefiles (for use with our own Geographic Information 
System (GIS) from the website).  

o We will use Partnership Shapefiles provided by the Census Bureau 
(including GUPS program disc for users without GIS software on CD/DVD).       

o We will use Reference PDF Maps on CD/DVD.       
 The Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair completes and signs section B.  
 In section C, the Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair designates the New 

Construction Program Liaison.  
 Once the form is complete, you can submit the registration form online. 

21. Can I email my government’s registration information? 

Yes. You may email a scanned copy of your government’s completed registration form to 

GEO.2020.NC@census.gov. Please ensure all fields are complete, accurate, and legible in order 

to expedite the registration process. Please note that the Census Bureau does offer an online  
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registration form that your Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair may access on the New 

Construction website at <https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-

census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html>. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION LIAISON 

22. How will the Census Bureau determine who the New Construction 

Program liaison is for my government? 

Each invited government designates a New Construction Program liaison during the registration 
process, which will take place between April 1, 2019 and June 14, 2019. 

23. Can we change/update our New Construction Program liaison? 

Yes, you can change or update your government’s New Construction Program liaison. You can  

fill out the online registration form found at <https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/decennial-census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html>. Please note the 

registration deadline does not reset or halt with a change to the New Construction liaison. If a 

government wants to change their liaison, we recommend that the Highest Elected Official or 

Tribal Chair resubmit the form, no later than June 14, 2019. 

24. How many New Construction Program liaisons can our government have 

for the New Construction Program? 

While the Census Bureau is requesting only one New Construction liaison per government, 

there can be many New Construction reviewers. The New Construction liaison serves as your 

government’s point of contact for the New Construction Program, and to whom the Census 

Bureau provides the New Construction materials. The liaison ensures the submission is 

prepared according to the New Construction Program guidelines. Your government’s New 

Construction Program liaison should be someone who has knowledge of your government’s 

geography, and familiarity with new housing construction including group quarters and 

transitory locations. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION REGISTRATION MATERIALS 

25. What materials are available for the New Construction Program Invitation 

Phase? 

The Census Bureau will use two methods to invite participants to register to participate in the 

New Construction Program: email and mail. In April, the Census Bureau will invite Highest 

Elected Officials and Tribal Chairs of eligible governments to register.  

If the Census Bureau currently has an email address on file, you will receive the following:  

Tribal Chair: 

NC-E-110 – Invitation Email to Tribal Chair  

  

OCCOG TAC AgendaPage 54 of 58

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/NewConstruction/RegistrationForm.html


U.S. Census Bureau      2020 Census New Construction Program FAQs    11 

Highest Elected Official: 

NC-E-100 – Invitation Email to Highest Elected Official 

If an email address was unavailable at the time of the invitation phase mail out, you will receive 

the following: 

Tribal Chair: 

NC-L-110 – Invitation Letter to Tribal Chair  

NC-F-100 – Registration Form 

NC-F-101 – 2020 Census New Construction Program Flyer 

Prepaid envelope 

Highest Elected Official: 

NC-L-100 – Invitation Letter to Highest Elected Official 

NC-F-100 – Registration Form 

NC-F-101 – 2020 Census New Construction Program Flyer 

Prepaid envelope 

If your government has not responded, the Census Bureau will mail an invitation package to 

your Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair in May 2019. 

26. Are there maps available for the New Construction Program? 

Yes. If selected on the registration form, the Census Bureau will provide PDF Block Maps on 

CD/DVD for your reference. These maps will display the eligible blocks for which you may 

submit new addresses.  Paper maps will not be available. 

27. What are the Partnership Shapefiles for the New Construction Program 

and where/how do I view them? 

The Partnership Shapefiles are digital representations of geographic features, such as roads and 

boundaries used to create maps. The shapefiles supporting the New Construction Program will 

display the census blocks for which you may submit new addresses. 

During the New Construction Program participant phase, starting in September 2019, these 

shapefiles will be available on DVD or can be downloaded from the New Construction Program 

website. Pleas ensure that your completed New Construction Program registration form 

specifies how you prefer to receive the shapefiles.  

28. Who received our governments New Construction Program registration 

materials? 

The Census Bureau sent the New Construction Program invitation and registration materials to 

the Highest Elected Official or Tribal Chair as of March 2019. Digital copies are available on the 

New Construction website, if the hard copy materials are unable to be located. 
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29. What do I do with the printed registration information I received by mail 

if I registered online? 

The Census Bureau recommends keeping any printed materials you received for reference until 

your participation in the New Construction Program is complete. 

30. When will we receive our New Construction Program participation 

materials? 

The Census Bureau will provide materials to your government based on your materials selection 

in the registration form. If your government chose to download materials, you will receive an 

email in September 2019 with instructions on how to download the materials from the New 

Construction Program website.  

If your government chose to receive New Construction Program materials on a CD/DVD, this 

will be mailed in September 2019. 

31. Is there a paper option for the New Construction Program? 

No, there is no paper option for participation. The Census Bureau asks participants to 
participate by supplying digital addresses that follow strict formatting guidelines, which will be 
referenced in the New Construction Program respondent guides available in the Summer of 
2019. 
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GLOSSARY 

32. What is a city-style address? 

A city-style address is an address consisting of a house number and street or road name. For 
example, 201 Main Street is a city-style address. The address may or may not, be used for the 
delivery of mail, and may include apartment numbers/designations or similar identifiers. 

33.  What is a housing unit? 

A housing unit is a single-family house, townhouse, condominium, mobile home, trailer, 
apartment, group of rooms, or a single room occupied as a separate living quarters or, if vacant, 
intended for occupancy as a separate living quarters. 

34.  What is a group quarters? 

A group quarters is a place where people live or stay normally owned or managed by an entity, 
institution, or organization providing housing and/or services for the residents. These services 
may include custodial or medical care as well as other types of assistance, and residency is 
commonly restricted to those receiving these services. 

People that live in a group quarters are usually not related. 

Examples of Group Quarters include college or university residence halls, residential treatment 
centers, skilled nursing facilities, group homes, military barracks, correctional facilities, workers’ 
dormitories, and homeless shelters. 

35.  What is a transitory location? 

The Census Bureau defines a Transitory Location (TL) as a site with movable or mobile housing 
that may include transitory units such as boats, motorized recreational vehicles or trailers (RVs), 
tents, or other types of portable housing. TLs also include hotels and/or motels if people occupy 
rooms on a transient basis because they have no other residence. TLs are acceptable for 
inclusion in New Construction. On the other hand, the transitory units (RV pad sites, marina 
slips, and individual rooms) within TLs are not acceptable for inclusion in New Construction. The 
Enumeration of TLs operation identifies and documents transitory units.  

36.  What is a census block? 

A census block is a uniquely numbered area bounded by visible and/or invisible features shown 
on Census Bureau maps. A census block is the smallest geographic entity for which the Census 
Bureau collects and tabulates decennial census data. 

37.  What is a census tract? 

A census tract is a small, relatively permanent statistical subdivision of a county or statistically 
equivalent entity delineated for data presentation purposes by a local group of census data 
users or the geographic staff of a Regional Census Center in accordance with Census Bureau 
guidelines.  
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Designed to be relatively homogeneous units with respect to population characteristics, 
economic status, and living conditions at the time of establishment, census tracts generally 
contain between 1,000 and 8,000 people, with an optimum size of 4,000 people.  

Delineated with the intention of being stable over many decades, census tract boundaries 
generally follow relatively permanent visible features. However, they may follow governmental 
unit boundaries and other invisible features in some instances; the boundary of a state or 
county (or statistically equivalent entity) is always a census tract boundary. 

38.  What are shapefiles? 

Shapefiles are digital representations of geographic features, such as roads and boundaries 
used to create maps. A shapefile stores non-topological geometry and attribute information for 
the spatial features in a dataset. 

The Census Bureau provides county-based digital geographic information in Environmental 
Systems Research Institute, Inc. (Esri™) shapefile format.  

39.  What is the Master Address File (MAF)? 

The MAF is the Census Bureau’s nationwide database of all addresses and physical/location 
descriptions used to support many of the Census Bureau’s operations. It contains mailing 
addresses and ZIP Codes, and in areas where there are non-city style addresses (e.g., rural route 
or post office box number), the address record may contain additional information such as a 
location description, and address records that contain geographic information about the 
location of the addresses.  

The Census Bureau’s Geography Division regularly updates the MAF/TIGER System from various 
sources. In addition to the United States Postal Service Delivery Sequence File, other sources of 
updates include current surveys, special censuses, and locally provided sources. 
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